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Merthyr Tydfil town centre has some amazing buildings, monuments, and artworks, with lots of interesting
and unusual features, from mythical creatures and ferocious animals to famous faces and plenty of stories

from past and present.
 

Follow this fun trail and discover lots of interesting facts about Merthyr Tydfil, both past and present. Each
of the recommended stops – four in total - has something for you to do: a puzzle to solve, an artefact to
photograph, or questions to answer. The useful background notes on the Trail Information Sheet will help

you.
 

Grab your pen or pencil, and off we go!
 

FOLLOW THE TRAIL AND COMPLETE 

THE WORKSHEET. PRIZES TO BE WON!

#merthyrtowntrails 
welovemerthyr.net
@welovemerthyr
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Merthyr College

Canolfan Soar

Square HoppingSquare Hopping
A Family Trail Through Merthyr Town

TURN OVER FOR MORE INFORMATION ON EACH STOP…

Square One
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Square Four
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You are standing on the site of the Merthyr Rising of late
May-early June 1831, a gathering of discontented and
angry workers, most of whom were ironworkers laid off

from employment by the local ironmasters, notably
Guest and Crawshay.

 
Workers gathered in front of The Castle Hotel, where
inside the ironmasters were in a meeting. The crowd
outside was protesting against the poor working and

living conditions.
 

This open square is named after Dic Penderyn (real name,
Richard Lewis). He was hanged at Cardiff jail in August
1831 for his part in the demonstration at Merthyr Tydfil,
which became a disorganised, threatening crowd and
where shots were fired by troops guarding the Hotel

meeting.
 

The Hotel has long since gone, a Castle Cinema occupied
the site from 1929 until recently, and now a grassed area

and an iron heart sculpture occupy the ground.
 

Once two-way traffic passed by here and could turn
down Castle Street towards the river Taf. Wetherspoons
was once Manchester House, a well-known shop or

emporium.

Square One: Penderyn Square

Until the mid-19th century,
buildings occupied the whole of
this part of High Street, but come
the opening of the railway station in
this part of Merthyr Tydfil in 1853, a
gap was made to get people to the
front entrance. Now, this entrance

is the loading bays of Tesco
superstore.

 
Notice Viazzani’s Italian café here?
The Station Café, one of the oldest
in the town and one of the very few
Italian-run cafes remaining locally.

 
The New Inn once occupied this
site, providing accommodation for
passengers entering the town; now

it is Woodfired Pizza.

Square Two:
Woodfired

Thank you to local historian Huw Williams who compiled and guided this trail.

3

High Street English Baptist Chapel
dates from the 1800s; it has recently

been renovated with Heritage
Lottery grants and is one of the few
remaining non-conformist places of
worship left in the town centre. It is
the location for many concerts and

meetings.
 

Howfield’s was a well-known
bakery and confectioners within
Merthyr Tydfil, owned and run by
the family of that name. The iron
gates provided the entrance into
the warehouse at the back of the
shop, with the family living above.

 
Not so many years ago, this part of

High Street was two-way traffic, the
main street through the town centre
on which stood many more public

houses and shops of all
descriptions.

Square Three:
Howfield's
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You are entering the Café Quarter of town at the
bottom end of High Street, but there are not as many

cafes left here now!
 

The parish church dedicated to St. Tydfil is supposed
to be the origin of this town. Somewhere near this
site is where Tydfil was killed, about the year 480,
and thus became an early Christian Celtic saint,
hence the name of this town, “Merthyr Tydfil”

(“Merthyr” is “Martyr” in Welsh).
 

The Square or Plas is named after Janice Rowlands,
wife of the then Member of Parliament for the town,

Lord Ted Rowlands.
 

An ornamental fountain occupies the site, erected in
memory of two founding pioneers of the local coal

trade, Lucy and Robert Thomas.

Square Four: Llys Janice

Rowlands



 
 

Merthyr Tydfil town centre has some amazing buildings,
monuments, and artworks with lots of interesting and unusual

features, from mythical creatures to ferocious animals to famous
faces and plenty of stories from past and present.

 
Follow this FUN TRAIL and discover lots of interesting facts about

Merthyr Tydfil, both then in the past and today, now in the present.
Each of the recommended stops – FOUR in total, one per SQUARE
– has something for YOU to do: a puzzle to solve, an artefact to

photograph, or questions to answer. The Useful Background Notes
on the Trail Information Sheet will help you.

 
Have your APP ready, a pen/pencil, a brain in gear!

 
Are YOU up for it….? Are YOU ready...? Let’s GO!

 
 

 
A FUN WORKSHEET FOR ALL AGES

 

WE LOVE MERTHYR’SWE LOVE MERTHYR’S
FAMILY TRAIL:FAMILY TRAIL:

Name: _____________________________________

Age: __________

Contact Number: _____________________________
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FOLLOW THE TRAIL AND COMPLETE 

THE WORKSHEET. PRIZES TO BE WON!
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SQUARE ONE @ Plas Penderyn:

 
TASK 1: As you exit REDHOUSE, have you wondered why that building is

called “RED”? There are several explanations.
 

ANSWER:_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

 
TASK 2: Look at the MOSAIC at the entrance to the building; you maybe

have already walked over it without noticing. Can you see THE RED
DRAGON or in Welsh, Y DDRAIG GOCH? Here is the red dragon as a
national emblem of Wales, but where is there another design just like

this one in the foyer?
 

CLUE: it is not that far away. Look above you where you will find it and
then PHOTO it! Upload and send to WE LOVE MERTHYR, with your name,

please.
 

Ask at the Reception Desk if you are stuck!
 

TASK 3: PEN/PENCIL at the READY! Along with dragons, there are EIGHT
mythical creatures to be found in this word search. GOOD LUCK!

 
N W E O W O L F C D
D R D N X I W S I R

D M O N T Y U A G R
W R B C N V M R G X

A A A P I R Y U O U
F L E G E N Z A B W
X Y T M O G U T L D
J K X G M N Q N I Y
M I R R M H Z E N N
Q E V L K P J C B D

 
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

 



 
TASK 4: Make your way to the giant heart in the corner of Penderyn

Square. Although it has a rusty brown colour, it is made of corten steel.
The heart-shaped motif is taken from the famous Iron Bridge in the town,
which once spanned the River Taff. The design here celebrates the town’s
enduring spirit and its sense of pride in the past when the main industry
was iron-making and the present when a warm welcome is offered to all
people. Notice the TWO POEMS in front: one in Welsh and one in English.

 
Copy down ONE LINE from each:

 
ANSWER:________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

 
Take a Selfie of YOU within the heart! Upload and send with your name to

WE LOVE MERTHYR, please!
 

TASK 5: On the pavements leading from Redhouse towards Pontmorlais
are a SERIES OF METAL DISC on the floor. Any ideas as to what they are

and what they represent? 
ANSWER:________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

 
PHOTO ONE of them and send with your name to WE LOVE MERTHYR,

please.
 

TASK 6: Heading down High Street, you pass Merthyr Tydfil Central
Library. (a) Whose statue stands outside, (b) what’s his name, (c) his date

of birth and (d) the date that the statue was erected?
CLUE: The last task is in Latin… OMG!!

 
ANSWERS:_______________________________________________
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

 
TASK 7: Notice the slate plaque on the library wall telling the story of DIC
PENDERYN. From the plaque, write down THE YEAR HE WAS BORN and 



THE YEAR HE DIED:
 

ANSWERS: _____________________________________________
 

SQUARE TWO @ WOODFIRED

We are now gathered by the side of Hardie’s wine bar alongside
Woodfired Pizza, so here are a few more tasks and questions for YOU to

solve.
 

TASK 1: So, who exactly was “HARDIE” as in the wine bar name? What
shop was there for many, many years before this new development?

 
ANSWERS:_____________________________________________

____________________________________

 
TASK 2: Woodfired was once the New Inn serving the mighty railway
station next door (now Tesco). The building has changed hands three
times since, but what was its last use before Woodfired moved in?

CLUE: The franchise has as its emblem golden arches!
For bonus points, name the other two franchises!!

 
ANSWERS:_____________________________________________

___________________________________

 
TASK 3: Pick ONE Bench from several situated about this area of town

and make a note of the AUTHOR and ONE LINE OF VERSE, either in
Welsh or English illustrated on the benches. YOUR CHOICE!

 
ANSWER:______________________________________________

____________________________________________

 
TASK 4: NOW LOOK UP BUT WALK CAREFULLY! What is the purpose of
the nettings and spikes which adorn the tops and the upper windows of
several buildings seen as you proceed down High Street towards the

next Square?
ANSWER:______________________________________________
______________________________________________________



SQUARE THREE @ HOWFIELD’S:

 
This isn’t really a “Square”, more a convenient stopping point on this

FUN TRAIL, but bear with….!

 
TASK 1: TAKE A PICTURE of the fabulous coloured IRON GATE at the side
of what was once Howfield’s confectionery and bakery and send it with

your name to WE LOVE MERTHYR, please.
 

TASK 2: Copy down THE FOUNDING DATE of High Street English Baptist
Chapel opposite Howfield’s.

 
ANSWER: __________________________________

 
TASK 3: As you approach the cross over junction on Lower High Street,
to your LEFT is MASONIC STREET, to your RIGHT is SWAN STREET. WHY

are these streets named as such?
 

CLUE: They are named after buildings long since gone in this area!
 

ANSWERS:______________________________________________
______________________________________________________

_

 
TASK 4: As you walk down through what is known as THE CAFÉ
QUARTER, make a note of TWO DATES on buildings in this area.

CLUE: One is immediately on your RIGHT, high up and the other further
down on your LEFT.

 
ANSWERS: _______________________________________

 
SQUARE FOUR@ LLYS JANICE ROWLANDS:

 
In Welsh, the word “llys” usually means a palace or posh building, so

this is a posh Square, named after a much loved and respected lady, Mrs

Janice Rowlands! 



TASK 1: LOOK DOWN and SEARCH for as many designs, emblems, and
motifs that have been set in the ground within the Square. DESCRIBE

ONE, then PHOTO your favourite and upload with your name to WE LOVE
MERTHYR, please.

 
ANSWER: ___________________

 
TASK 2: At the ornamental fountain, PHOTO one design within its canopy
or roof, upload, and send with your name to WE LOVE MERTHYR, please.

What was the ORIGINAL USE of this fountain, do YOU think?
 

ANSWER: _________________________________
 

TASK 3: Compile a SELFIE within the canopy of the Fountain, send it to
your contacts and don’t forget, send one to WE LOVE MERTHYR as well!

 
FINALLY: HAND IN YOUR COMPLETED WORKSHEET AT REDHOUSE, SEND
US YOUR PICS: THANKS BUNCHES ON BEHALF OF WE LOVE MERTHYR &

CONGRATULATIONS ON COMPLETING THIS FUN TRAIL & THE TASKS!
STAY SAFE!

 
 



Dates for Your Dairy:Dates for Your Dairy:

 

Please visit We Love Merthyr's Facebook Page to keep up

to date with times and further information.

 

Saturday 21st August - Square Hopping A Family Trail

Wednesday 15th September - Welsh Words

Wednesday 6th October - A Petticoat Trail

Saturday 23rd October - Square Hopping A Family Trail

 

merthyrgiftcard.commerthyrgiftcard.com

The Perfect GiftThe Perfect Gift

for all Occasionsfor all Occasions


